
End-of-School and Summer 
May, June, & July, 2010 

 
Dear Teachers, 
We’re almost there! Hard to believe that this school year is drawing to a close,
 isn’t it? But, the kids know, don’t they?!!! 
 
Seriously, this is an especially rewarding time of the 
year because we can see all of the improvement each 
student has made. We remember something about 
each child that happened early in the year...and then, 
we look at each one now and KNOW progress, matur-
ity, and learning have occurred. Exciting, isn’t it? What a 
great profession! 
 
To help you over the end-of-the-year hump, I have included some FUN ideas to use 
during your centers and/or work time. I’ve included cinco de Mayo activities, spring 
planting ideas, summer fun songs, and great strategies for reading fluency useful 
across all grade levels. 
 
This site extends through the summer months, since most of us are on summer va-
cation in June and July. REMEMBER TO LOG ON IN AUGUST for back -to-school 
ideas and product offers.  
 
HAPPY END-OF-SCHOOL and JOYOUS SUMMER. You have worked hard this 
year. Take a break. ENJOY EVERY MINUTE left this year and every moment of 
summer renewal. YOU DESERVE IT! 
 
Oh, don’t forget about summer workshops and confer-
ences, however. They can be just the “shot -in the-arm” 
needed to inspire you for next year!  
 
Thanks for logging on!  
Sincerely, 
Dr. Maggie 
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 El Cinco de Mayo 
 By Dr. Maggie Allen 
 

 
Cinco de 
Mayo, 
Cinco de Mayo. 
It’s a special holiday. 
Cinco de Mayo, 
Cinco de Mayo 
Viva! Viva! Fiesta Day! 
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Fiesta Time 
 
Theme 
El Cinco de Mayo 
 
Purpose 
To listen foe a repeated phrase and play instruments to accompany the rhythm of 
the words of a holiday poem.  
 
Materials 

• “El Cinco de Mayo” reproducible 
• Chart paper 
• Markers 
• Maracas and other rhythm band instruments 
• Large colorful paper flowers and streamers 
• Piñata 

 
Procedure 
1. Place paper flowers, maracas, a piñata, and paper streamers in front of the 

class. Ask children to examine the articles and talk about what the items may 
represent (a party, a celebration). 

2. Tell children that the Spanish word for a party or a celebration is a fiesta. El 
Cinco de Mayo, the fifth of May, is a fiesta day for many Mexican -Americans. 
(It is the anniversary date of an important victory leading to Mexican inde-
pendence from France.) 

3. Write the lyrics of El Cinco de Mayo on a chart, or use the reproducible to 
make an overhead transparency. Read and track the words with the children. 
Point out that some of the words are not English: they are Spanish.  

4. Distribute rhythm instruments to the children. 
5. Read the poem again and have children play the instruments to the rhythm of 

the words. 
 
Extension 
Help students create a word bank of party words in English and/or Spanish 
(celebration, balloons, favors, fiesta, viva, piñata). 
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Seeds ‘n Plants 
By Dr. Maggie Allen 

 
I plant a tiny seed, 
Deep into the ground. 
I pour some water on 
And gently pat it down. 
 
I watch it every day 
And wait for it to grow. 
I watch the sun shine on it, 
But it grows so slow...ly! 
 
The soil provides its food, 
The sun provides its light. 
I water every day 
A little bit, just right. 
 
I watch it every day, 
And wait for it to grow. 
And finally, it happens, 
A sprout begins to show! 
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Taken from Dr. Maggie’s 
Critters, Colors, & Clouds 
Available from the Gift Shop 
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Taken from Dr. Maggie’s 
Responding to Literature (1-3) 
Available from the Gift Shop 

“Reading Fun” Ideas 
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“Reading Fun” Ideas 

Taken from Dr. Maggie’s 
Responding to Literature (1-3) 
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Taken from Responding to Literature (3-6) 
Used with permission from CTP 
Available from It’s All Academic in the Gift Shop 

More “Reading Fun” Ideas (3-5) 

Copyright © 2002-2010 Dr. Maggie Allen 



More “Reading Fun” Ideas (3-5) 

Taken from Responding to Literature (3-6) 
Used with permission from CTP 
Available from It’s All Academic in the Gift Shop 
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